The Communicator

Welcoming Christmas

In the Book of 1 Kings we meet Elijah in chapter 17. He was a prophet who chal-
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himself at odds with the Baal worshippers and eventually he fled into the wilderness
out of fear for his life. It was there, in the wilderness of Mt. Horeb, that Elijah experi-
enced the presence of God in the sound of sheer silence. Other translations refer to this
as the still, small voice of God, or a gentle whisper. A lot of action and noise had sur-
rounded Elijah just prior to this: a great wind strong enough to split mountains and
break rocks, an earthquake, and then a great fire. But God was not in all that hubbub.
God was in the sheer silence that followed.
Sometimes Christmas seems a little like this to me. Before Christmas there are all
kinds of special events: concerts, parties, worship services, dinners, and other events.
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ning ourselves ragged. These events are fun and may hold great meaning for us, but
they can turn into a distraction that causes us to miss Christmas. Remember the Charlie
Brown Christmas Special? Charlie Brown feels the same thing, with the Christmas play,
aluminum Christmas trees, and decoration awards (Snoopy won First Prize!). All the
hubbub of the holiday threatens to distract him from the real reason for Christmas.
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what may have been an otherwise boring night for the shepherds with an announce-
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herds at this point. They may have welcomed a little excitement that night, but we read
they were terrified. And Jesus was not in the announcement, he was in a manger in
Bethlehem, another generally pretty quiet place, at least as villages go. The shepherds
chose to follow the directions of the announcement and they find that a birth has taken
place. Imagine a quiet stable, graced by the presence of the Son of God, who came into
the world in the normal way, with no announcement other than what those shepherds
experienced.
As you move through this Advent and Christmas season, leave room for those
quiet times. Parties and other events can be wonderful and joy should certainly be a
part of this season, but when those events become distractions and we lose sight of why
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other things, but also allow Jesus to come to you in those moments of sheer silence. Lis-
ten for the still small voice of God that comes to us in a gentle whisper and tells us that
the Savior of the world has been born. Merry Christmas!

Pastor Tad
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" THERE’S A
CLASS FOR YOU
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Community United Methodist Church  has a variety of church school classes for adults. The classes range from be-
ing primarily conservative Bible interpretation to study of the Bible in a more liberal interpretation. Some classes use
videos to stimulate discussion about how the Bible guides our daily lives. Visit different classes to decide which is
best for you. All classes are small and would welcome your attendance.

Pat Southward

Adult Education

¢ 6 Sunday Morning Classds
Crosstalk Class is studying their Fall program in the Adult Bible Studies series entitled,
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Dimensions for Living Class _ will be discussing an Advent video -based study by James W.
Moore entitled, "Christmas Gifts That Won't Break." We would love for you to join us in
Room 301 at 10:30 a.m.

Foundations Class: SHORT STORIES BY JESUS In this Bible study, Amy -Jill Levine ana-
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heard these stories.She interprets The Mustard Seed, The Laborers in the Vineyard and

The Widow and The Judge for us, showing how these parables are not just about Jesus, but

also about ust and how they still challenge and provoke us today. The parables challenge us

to look into the different aspects of our own values, our own lives. Join us for this six-week

DVD study in Room 303 at 10:15. Everyone welcome.

Adult Café/Discussion Group : For those attending The Point. Meets in Rm. 301 at 9:15. We

EUI wUOUEaDOT Ow?" T UPUUPEOPUaAZUwWWEODPOawW3UIIT 8~

Sermon Chat: An informal group that meets at 10:30 a.m. in Rm. 207 to discuss the sermon
of the day.

Monday Evening Womed 6:30 pm-My group i s studying "When| God Do
Story. Contact: Gail Shank, 748742483

Tuesday Afternoon Womeéh 1 p.m.d Join us in Rm. 207. Contact: Linda Kennedy, 74341352

Wednesday Morning Mixed 10 a.m.- Beginning a study of Advent. Led by Pastor Tad, 7404
4796, %302. Everyone is welcome.

Saturday Morning Mer® 7:30 a.m. Berger Hospital Cafeteria. Contact: Larry Harris, 7401-7769

Any Small group is open to new attendees. Call the church office for more information and location/
addresses of groups.
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Childrenés Minist

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM SUNDAY
The children will present their Christmas pageant at the 9:00 service on Sun-
day, December 9. December 8 at 10:00 a.m. is the dress reheardaparents please have
children meet in the sanctuary. This is the only practice we will have in the sanctuary
so it is vital that all children participating be in attendance that day. The children are
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attend!

BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS

The children will celebrate Jesus with a birthday party on December 9 at the
10:30 hour. We will enjoy cake, sing Happy Birthday to Jesus and have a great time
sharing our gifts to him. Children are asked to bring non ¢perishable boxed and
canned goods for the food pantry as our gifts to Jesus. Wrap them in birthday or
Christmas paper and we will enjoy guessing what is in the package on December 9.

COMMUNITY LIFE NEWS!
We are seeing many new faces at our Sunday evening program as we seek to
provide a place where all people are welcome. | wish to especially thank Kathy Blue
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Sunday morning at both the 9:00 and 10:30 services, she teaches most Sunday eve-
nings as well with a smile on her face and love in her heart for the children of this
community. She is a saint!!!
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ing more children on Sunday night than on Sunday morning, with far less teachers
and shepherds. Please be the person Godsends us to serve others in this valuable
ministry to our community. Perhaps you are willing to join Kathy and make a differ-
ence in a life as we journey to bring Christ to the people who need Him most. Your
presence matters.
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send an email to children@circlevillecommunitychurch.com
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Music Notes

CHOIR CANTATA NEWS !

Our choral cantata will be shared at the 9:00 service this Sunday, December 2. We are so
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booted Don and Larry off stage just to get everyone in. What a fantastic problem to

have!!l God has blessed us with great people who love to sing his glory! We look for-

ward to sharing the music of Christmas with you this week!
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read music to play. You just have to commit to rehearsing each Thursday evening at

6:00 p.m. Please let Alice or Lora know if you would like to give this a try. Rehearsals

will begin soon.

REGULAR YEARLY SCHEDULE:

Choir Rehearsals Thursdays from 7:00-8:30 p.m. New members are always wel-
come. This group sings 4part music at the 9:00 service on Sunday mornings from
September through May. We would love to have you join us. Music reading is not
necessary to participate.

Victory Ringers Bell Choir - Rehearsals are Thursday evenings September
through May , from 6:00-6:45 p.m. You are invited to join us! A working knowledge
of note reading is helpful but not required to participate. If you would like to par-
ticipate, contact director Lora Arledge at 740-412-0702.

Musically, Alice Chester



Outreach

It is hard to believe that we have reached this point in the calendar, and that | am about
to complete my second year here at Community. | cannot express enough my gratitude to all
of you for the many ways you have contributed to the outreach efforts of our church this year.
God has truly blessed us!

| also am grateful to all whparticipated in the Operation Christmas Child project by
contributing filled boxes or making a monetary donation. Through your generosity, we were
able deliver 108 shoe boxes to Crossroads Church that will be shipped to North Carolina then
to children all over the world. A special thanks to Laila and Cary McLaughlin for spearhead-
ing the effort, and to the youth team and the youth for assisting with the packing.

Melissa Barnhart and Allison Barnhart have launched the Angel Project, the annual
collection of items for disadvantaged families in our community at Christmas. Gifts are due
back to the church no later than Sunday, December 9. Make certain you attach the paper angel
tag to the gift. Thank you, Melissa and Allison, for your leadership with this ministry.

Sally and Rodney Gohring are organizing a visitation and Christmas caroling activity
at Brown Memorial for Saturday, December 8. We will meet at the church at 12:30 p.m. to
fellowship and make Christmas cards, then travel to Brownatfténoon. The youth will be
taking part. All members of the church are invited to participate. Check the bulletin for further
details.

Mark your calendar for Saturday, December 15. That is the day the Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution are needing assistance to place wreaths on veterans' graves at Forest Cemetery
and perhaps a couple of others. The ceremony will take place at 10 a.m. at Crossroads
Church, with the wreath laying beginning around 10:30 a.m. Outreach is forming a group to
participate. If interested, please sign the sheet in the Welcome Center.

| am confident God has great plans in store for this church as we contemplate how we
can continue to reach out to our community, our nation, and our world to make disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of His world in 2019. | look forward to working with each
and every one of you to determine how you might be able to make a contribution of time, tal-
ent, and/or treasure to further His kingdom here on earth. May God bless you and yours this
Christmas and in the New Year.

In His Service,
Mark Denniston
Director of Outreach Ministries



Health Ministries

Healthy Thoughts: Gratitude
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This is one way to draw attention to something we tend to overlook in our busy daily
lives. Counting our blessing is one way of practicing the larger art of Gratitude. As
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can change your life. The expression helps us remember we are all connected to each
other and to God.

How can we cultivate gratitude and invite the practice into our lives? To learn
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things in life, but much harder to be grateful for the difficult times. Helen Keller strug-
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hollow.

Pick a Daily Cue:

For example, every time you brush your teeth in the morning or at night, think
of something for which you are thankful. Every time you touch a door, remind your-
self to count your blessings. These are simple reminders that can encourage a thankful
kind of day.

Provided by ERH Parrish Health Ministry



Youth Ministries

Hey there! My name is Ruth and | am the new youth pastor here at Community. | am ex-
cited to be back here with this family. | was here for eight years before and | am looking forward
to working with all of you to further Jesus into the world.

| wanted to share just a little bit about me. | fell in love with Jesus at the age of 13 and
knew God had called me into youth ministry at 16. Ministry has been and will continue to be my
heart and passion. And also something that | couldn't imagine not being
a part of. | love working with students and families locally and globally.
| have a heart for missions and making disciples.

| also have a heart for rescue dogs. | have two of them: a 115 Ib.
lab named Brutus and a 65 Ib pitbull named Bella.

| am close to my family. | absolutely love the ocean and sun-
shine. | am a marvel fan and Thor is my favorite. | think he is the strong-
est and we can debate that later 1) One of my favorite Bible verses is
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always been a peace to remember that verse. That in the midst of Chaos
or when things are rough, that | can rest in the knowledge and hope of who | belong to and that
He is in control of all things. If we have not met, please feel free to introduce yourself and | will
try to remember names. | look forward to working with you all and making an impact for Christ
in the world we live in.

Youth Ministry events:
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Saturday, Dec 8: 12:30 p.m: making cards for residents of Brown Memorial

3 p.m. - Going to Brown Memorial for Christmas activities (Pizza included)
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chase livestock for families). Meet at the church. Time to be determined.

Christmas Eve: The youth would like to be involved in the family service at 5 p.m. Please let
Ruth know if you and your family can be present for this.

The youth ministry would love for some people passionate about Jesus and our young
people to join the team. If you would like to do something totally amazing and change lives,
please contact Ruth.

In Him,
Ruth McFarland



Church Family News

December 2

December 9

December 11
December 12
December 16
December 24
December 24
December 24
December 24

January 12
January 20
February 2
February 9
February 10
March 6
March 30
April 13
April 17
April 19
April 21
May 5

May 11
May 19
June 25
June 15
June ??
August 3
August 10
October 12
October 14
November 2
November 9
December 1
December 7
December 8

December 8
December 11

**Upcoming Events **
Cantata at 9 a.m. service
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OCM Christmas service at Ross Correctional Institute
11:30- Mature Adults Christmas Program
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Noon - Community Luncheon

5 p.m. - Family Service (Community Church)

6:30 p.m.- Candlelight Service ( Emmett Chapel)
7:30 p.m.- Candlelight Service (Community Church)

**Upcoming Events for 2019 **
Leadership Meeting (2" Saturday)
Service after the Services (8 Sunday)
District Training Day (1 st Saturday)
OCM Board meeting

Scout Sunday

Ash Wednesday

OCU Strings/UMCOR event
Easter Egg Hunt

Lenten Luncheon

Cross Walk

Easter

Graduation Sunday

OCM Board meeting

Volunteer Luncheon

Annual Conference

Car Show

Vacation Bible School

Elsea Carnival

OCM Board meeting

Emmett Chapel Pumpkin Show Luncheon
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Cantata Retreat

OCM Board meeting

Cantata
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Birthday Party for Jesus
Midnight Clear
Mature Adults Christmas Program



