The Communicator

The Amazing Bounty of God’s Creation

Every year around this time I am amazed at the bounty around us. As we see the farmers har-
vesting their crops and enjoy apples and cider and pumpkin and squash (do zucchini ever stop grow-
ing?) it is clear that this world God has created is made to change and grow and produce. It is a dy-
namic world in which we live. And let’s talk about corn! According to the latest USDA statistics I could
find, only two counties in the state of Ohio (out of 88) produced more bushels of corn in 2016 than
Pickaway County! That’s something!! We live in an amazing place! Not only has God provided an en-
vironment that is great for growing corn, God has put people here who are hard-working and skilled at
corn production. I realize that only a small percentage of the corn grown is that delicious sweet corn
that we love to eat in the summertime, but the corn grown here is used in a number of helpful ways.

Corn and other agricultural products are just part of the abundance of God’s creation. I have
already mentioned the people here. We also have water in abundance, especially this year. Last I
checked we were about 7.5 inches above normal rainfall this year. Sometimes we have less, but usually
we have enough. We have a good growing season here. I have read that this has been a good year for
growing pumpkins, not necessarily giant pumpkins, but pumpkins in general. We have changing sea-
sons, which means we don’t get tired of sunny, warm days because we know that soon enough we
won’t have sunny, warm days. The seasons allow us to mark the passage of time and remind us of the
wonder of this place God has made. The Pumpkin Show, which as I write this is starting tomorrow, but
will be over when you get this, is a way to celebrate this bounty that God provides.

Remember the Israelites during the Exodus? They were travelling through the wilderness and
they ran out of food and water. What did God do? God provided them with both. God provided
manna and quails to eat and water to drink, right out of a rock! God provided the food each morning
and night and told the people to take only what they needed for that day. This was to teach the people
to trust him. He promised to provide each day and he did. In the midst of a desert wilderness God pro-
vided.

We trust God on an annual basis. We plant in the spring and wait for the harvest in the fall. We
plant because we believe God will give us what we need to reap a harvest. If we didn’t believe in the
harvest we wouldn’t plant. What if we had to do that on a daily basis? We're used to storing food,
sometimes for long periods of time. We freeze it or can it or dry it or use some other preservation tech-
nique. What if we couldn’t do that? Would we trust God every day for what we need? It would be
challenging for all of us.

The harvest is the fulfillment of the promise God makes to provide for us. The bounty of the
harvest is seen in the fact that we produce so much we can’t use it all. We share it with others. I hope
you enjoy this time of year. To me, it is a reminder of all God does for us. It is a reminder of the wonder
of God’s creation. It is also a reminder that we are to take care of this creation, not abuse or neglect it. It
is a reminder that God is God, creator of this amazing universe and provider of good things. Remem-
ber to be thankful for what we have here and for all that God provides. May God bless you during this
season of bounty!

1 Pastor Tad

November 2017 Newsletter of Community United Methodist Church



THERE’S A
CLASS FOR YOU

Community United Methodist Church  has a variety of church school classes for adults. The classes range from be-
ing primarily conservative Bible interpretation to study of the Bible in a more liberal interpretation. Some classes use

videos to stimulate discussion about how the Bible guides our daily lives. Visit different classes to decide which is
best for you. All classes are small and would welcome your attendance.

Adult Education

Pat Southward

— 6 Sunday Morning Classes —
Crosstalk Class is beginning their program in the Adult Bible Studies series entitled, “Covenants With
God.” Join them at 10:15 in Rm. 302.

Dimensions for Living Class will be finishing a video-based study entitled, "Celebrate Matthew," by Pas-
tor Keith Loy and starting a new video-based study entitled, "Moses In the Footsteps of the Reluctant
Prophet,” by Adam Hamilton. Join them in Room 301 at 10:30 a.m.

Foundations Class: DISAPPOINTMENT WITH GOD: THREE QUESTIONS NO ONE ASKS ABOUT -

Philip Yancey has a gift for articulating the knotty issues of faith. In Disappointment with God, he poses
three questions that Christians wonder but seldom ask aloud: Is God fair? Is he silent? Is he hidden? Join

us in this insightful study that points to the odd disparity between our concept of God and the realities of
life. Yancey points us to a stronger faith and a confidence in God’s deep love for us.”

Adult Bible Class: This class focuses on specific books and chapters of the Bible. They will be studying
the book of 1 John. Classes are at 10:30 in the library.

Adult Café/Discussion Group: For those attending The Point. Meets in Rm. 301 at 9:15. We are studying,
“Creed,” by Adam Hamilton, and, “What Christians Believe and Why.”

Sermon Chat: An informal group that meets at 10:30 a.m. in Rm. 201 to discuss the sermon that week.

Monday Evening Wome@d 6:30 p.m.- My group is studying "The Longing in Me, A Study Guide in the Life of
David, o0 by Sheila Walsh. Join us on -W/¥¢248ay night s

Monday EveningMixed 7 p. m. every 2nd & 4t h Mondiawo.viQugr rFeon tw 3
tact: Jerry Leist, 7404742673

Wednesday Morning Mixed 10 a.m.- Led by Pastor Tad, 748744796, %302. The group will be studying the book
Revelation.

Saturday Morning Mer® 7:30 a.m. Berger Hospital Cafeteria. Contact: Larry Harris, 7401-7769

Any Small group is open to new attendees. Call the church office for more information and location/addresses ¢
groups.
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Childrends Minist

Construction Update
At the time of submission of this report, construction in the children’s hallway was 99%

complete. Our restroom is finished, the hallway has been carpeted, rooms painted and car-
peted, and installation of the furniture belonging to those rooms has been completed. Beginning
on November 5, children can resume their worship time at 10:30 Sunday mornings in room 104.
Parents of children in preschool through 5% grade should drop off their children to that room at
10:30. They can be picked up in their respective classrooms at 11:30 a.m.:

Preschoolers - room 204

K-2nd graders - room 103

3rd-5t graders - room 202
We are looking forward to getting back into our Sunday morning and evening routines in time
to prepare for Christmas events — see details below.

Skating Party
Families, children and youth had a great time at our fall skating party at the Amanda

Roller Rink on Wednesday, October 25. Food was collected for the food pantry and costumes
were lots of fun! What a joy it is to have fun with the family of God!

The children’s Christmas Program will be shared on Sunday, December 10, at 9 a.m. in
the main sanctuary. Be sure your preschool and elementary children are in church each week
from now through November as we will prepare during children’s church (at 9:00) and Sunday
school (at 10:30). Also reserve Saturday, December 9, at 10 a.m. for the dress rehearsal. This day
is vital to the success of the program as it is the only day we can rehearse in the sanctuary with
costumes and props. Please arrange your schedule so your child can attend this very important
rehearsal. On December 10, after the program, the children will celebrate with a “Birthday
Party for Jesus” during Sunday school at the 10:30 hour.

" POEUI Oz Uw, 661 60U

Our 9:00 worship service includes children’s moments each week. We are in need of
people who enjoy speaking with children who would prepare a 5-minute object lesson or mes-
sage to the children. You can sign up for as little as once a quarter or once a month, as your
schedule permits. See Alice Chester if you would like to share God with our children in this
way.

COMMUNITY LIFE NEWS ¢ WE NEED YOU!

We are in immediate need of two teachers on Sunday evenings from 6:30-7:30 p.m. as
we make disciples for Jesus with our children. Please contact Alice if you would be interested in
helping with this important program.

We have so much going on and we invite anyone interested in assisting with any of our
children’s programming to contact Alice Chester, Children’s Ministry Director at 740-474-4796,
ext. 305, or send an email to children@circlevillecommunitychurch.com.
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Music Notes

A Bell Choir Note: The brass hand bells were sent out for minor repair and maintenance this
summer. They are now back and rehearsals will resume soon so we can prepare for Thanksgiving
and Christmas. Watch the bulletin for details.

Choir Rehearsal:

Choral rehearsals are held on Thursday evenings from 7:00-8:30 p.m. We are always happy to ac-
cept new Soprano, Alto, Tenor and Bass singers. Please contact director, Alice Chester if you
would like to join choir so she can have music ready for you.

Choral Christmas Cantata.
This year, our Choral Christmas Cantata will be shared on December 3 at 9 a.m. Any singer in the

church is invited to join us for this special event. Singers wishing to participate must reserve Sat-

urday, November 4, for our all-day Cantata Retreat from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. On that day, we will go
over the entire work, eat, and enjoy lots of fellowship and fun. Follow up rehearsals will be Satur-
day, November 11 & 18 and December 2 from 10:00-11:30 a.m.

Worth the Repeat: Advertising Your Ministry Events Through On-Screen Announcements
and Videos

Did you know that all aspects of the visuals on screen during worship are prepared by Alice
Chester and Leah Hooks throughout the week? The process for displaying visuals takes time to
prepare and edit. Please note that in order to have your message displayed on the scrolling an-
nouncement portion of the visual presentation, you must contact BOTH Alice (9:00 service) AND
Leah (10:30 service) by Wednesday morning the week before you want it to be shown.

Additionally, videos needing displayed must be approved by Tad four weeks ahead of viewing
and be submitted in finished form to Alice and Leah one week before airing. At times, videos
don’t load and play easily on our system. This deadline allows us time to work out any bugs that
may arise. There is much going on in our church, please be sure to let Tad know of any an-
nouncement you wish to verbally make in worship 2-4 weeks ahead. The time allotted for an-
nouncements shared during worship is limited. Please plan the advertising of your ministry
events early so we can accommodate your needs. Observing these deadlines helps us get your
message to our congregation in a timely fashion. Thank you!

REGULAR YEARLY SCHEDULE:

Choir Rehearsals Thursday’s from 7:00-8:30 p.m., late August through May. New members are always
welcome. This group sings 4-part music at the 9:00 service on Sunday mornings from September
through May. We would love to have you join us. Music reading is not necessary to participate.

Victory Ringers Bell Choir - Rehearsals are Thursday evenings, from 6:00-6:45 p.m. and will begin
soon (see bulletin). You are invited to join us! A working knowledge of note reading is helpful but not
required to participate. If you would like to participate, contact director Lora Arledge at 740-412-0702.

Musi4cally, Alice Chester



Outreach Ministries

Well, I survived my first Pumpkin Show! What a great opportunity for our
church to reach out to the community with radical hospitality while raising funds for
worthy causes. I am so proud of all of you who worked in big and bigger ways to
help make our kitchen and booth such a success. Special thanks are due Diane and
Tom Cooke, along with Melissa Barnhart, for providing excellent leadership, and to
Diane Smith, Rodger Southward, Don Wolford, Jerry Wolford, and Ken Greene for
spearheading the activities with the float. It is always heartwarming to see a congre-
gation of Believers come together around a common goal to accomplish for the King-
dom.

While the net sales proceeds are yet to be determined, I do want to share with
you the decision made at the September Church Council meeting as to how they will
be distributed. Forty percent are designated to support Haven House's "Re-building
Lives" Capital Campaign, 20% will go to our Youth Program, and 40% will be set
aside for church improvements that will support future outreach initiatives (i.e. addi-
tional/upgraded kitchen equipment, increased electric outlets for the concession
booth, etc.).

I also wish to express my sincere gratitude to all who contributed to the Clean-
ing Kit project to provide disaster relief via UMCOR. Through collections both here at
CUMC and at Emmett Chapel, we were able to supply 31 kits to the cause. This will
be extremely helpful to those still trying to recover in various areas of the country.

The response to the blanket project for disabled veterans in our community has
been equally as impressive. Through the efforts of many, we will be able to say "thank
you" to over 40 Pickaway County veterans by presenting them with a lap blanket in
commemoration of Veterans Day. We will be blessing the blankets at our worship ser-
vices on Sunday, November 5, before providing them to Veterans Services for distri-
bution by November 11.

Lastly, Katie and Dale Cline are in the midst of launching the Angel Project, an
initiative to which they have provided dedicated leadership for nearly two decades.
They have created a sign-up board at the Welcome Center if you would like to partici-
pate as an "angel."

In this season of Thanksgiving, let me say "thank you" to all for the support
you have given to our various Outreach projects throughout the year. I am grateful to
be in ministry with all of you to reach out to a world who is desperately in need of
hearing the Good News!

In His Service,

Mark Denniston
Director of Qutreach Ministries



A Discipleship Moment

There are countless approaches and plans for discipleship these days.
Churches have various processes for making disciples and publishers have produced
mounds of curriculum for disciple making. There is simply no shortage of methods
for disciple making in today’s world.

There is, however, one fatal flaw to any discipleship methodology. Any disci-
pleship effort that focuses on the individual rather than on Christ is the wrong ap-
proach. You see, the goal of discipleship is to make a person more like Jesus. Becoming more
like Jesus is what makes you a better you!

A discipleship plan that only focuses on making you a better you and does not
help you become more like Jesus is the wrong plan. The goal of discipleship is to de-
velop more of Jesus and less of you. A discipleship plan that makes you increase
rather than decrease would never be approved by John the Baptist. In John 3:30, John
said of his relationship to Jesus, “I must decrease so that he might increase”.

Discipleship is not about you finding your purpose or experiencing a better or
more fulfilled life. The end product of discipleship is not about you being a better or
more highly productive you. The end product of discipleship is about dying to you!
Paul’s said in Galatians 2:20, “I am crucified with Christ, I no longer live but Christ lives in

me.” Paul might argue that discipleship is about getting rid of as much of you as pos-
sible.

Oct 5, 2017 IMPACT Ministries| - Discipleship’s Most Fatal Flaw

Just a Reminder:

Our Prayer Room is available to those desiring a quiet, serene loca-
tion to talk to God in prayer and meditation. Someone will be hosting a
prayer hour every Thursday from noon to 1 for anyone wishing to attend
them. The Prayer Room is located in southeast corner of the church just off
the main sanctuary. There are chairs available to sit on, a prayer kneeler in
front of the prayer altar and several prayer resources and Bibles available
for your use. We invite you anytime to utilize our Prayer Room as you seek
God’s direction, love and grace.




Youth

As alot of you know, I went on the Leadership Institute trip few weeks ago. I learned a
lot on how we can further the kingdom of heaven for the youth. It was a great trip and I am
excited to roll out some of the new ideas that my team and I will discuss. We recently did the
same discipleship series with our small group that we did for the Sunday morning service. I
personally felt that this series is important enough for the students that we took four weeks to
talk about this. I pray this series was a great series for you and help you further your own per-
sonal discipleship like I expect from my students.

The past few months I had a vision of prayer for this church. So during the disciple-
ship series we “opened” the prayer room for use. We had someone there praying for an hour
every workday. We had people come in seeking prayer, or a time alone to listen to God. This
was a great experience to witness and be a part of. Now that the series is over we still want to
continue this. So every Thursday from 12-1 we will have people praying in the prayer room.
So I invite everyone that needs to find a time of silence, time alone, or someone to pray with to
the prayer room. This is a great ministry that we all can use. Often times, we put our time in
prayer to the side because of our chaotic lives. But this is the most powerful tool we have to
further our relationship.

Alex Isaly
Youth Director

For those who have not submitted their commitment card for 2018, please cut
out the card below, complete, and either mail it to the church or place it in the basket
during services.

I Community/Emmett Chapel United Methodist Church Discipleship Campaign, 2018
| Commitment Card

I Name Luke 9:23

City, State, Zip

G¢KSYy KS akFAR G2 GKSY |Iff¢
Address my followers, let them deny themselves and
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| as many as you wish, but try to check at least 2):

participate in a ministry that is new to me

Ministry Name Bible study

attend worship at least 45 Sundays during the year invite 4 guests to attend worship with me

join a small group/Sunday School class/
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| commit to pray for CUMC in 2018 and | commit to offering myself as a disciple of Jesus Christ for CUMC in 2018 alsetdtl%ws (



One Community Ministries

Serving Christ

Christmas Cards & Postage Needed
One Community Ministries is in need of donated Christmas cards and

first class postage for Christmas 2017. Donated cards may be placed in the plastic
container for One Community in the Welcome Center.

One Community Christmas Card Signing
One Community Ministries will hold their annual Christmas Card signing

on Sunday, November 19, 2017, before and between worship services. You are
asked to sign only your first name. Please mark your calendars and join us on
November 19 to share the birth of our Lord and Savior and God’s blessings to

“those in prison.”

Community/Emmett Chapel United Methodist Church Discipleship Campaign, 2018

Commitment Card

Listed here are some of the ministries that you might consider participating in during the coming year. This is not an
exhaustive list, but is a good starting point.

Community Life; Sunday evening ministry {YLft DNRdzZLJAE Ay Of dZRAYyIXod
Choir, Hand bells or Praise Team JOY Group¢ dzSa Rl & | FUSNYy22y ¢
t I ad2NRa ¢Wadbesddy nioinidgR & { I GdzNRI & Y2 NYdafBerger Hosa 3
/| KAt RNBYyQa aAyAaidNe United Methodist Womerg, different Circles

Youth Ministry Mature Adults

Dining with Friends Young Adults (ages 1)

Hospitality Sunday School classesll ages!**

Pumpkin Shovg all kinds of opportunities Mission tripsg our neighborhood or around the world

Meal Ministries Christmas Angel Tregbeyond giftgiving

One Community Ministrieg prison ministry Outreach Team

*Please visit our Welcome Center for information on these and other ministries!
** Sunday School information available in the weekly bulletin
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Frances Rhoads
Rick Allen

Tom Cooke
Gracie Manes
Larry Schieber
Jerry Starkey
Lena Barnhart
Tiffany Pickett
Rick Seeds
Connie Kelly
David Grammel
Rodney Griffith

Church Family News

11/1
11/2
11/2
11/2
11/3
11/3
11/4
11/5
11/5
11/6
11/6
11/7

Jean Crist 11/7 Chris Scherer
Aleksander Chrismer 11/8 Kyle Dunkle
Toni Sutton 11/8 Harold Cullum
Amy Elsea 11/10 Winnie Ghearing
Noah Sears 11/11 Reggie Allison
C.F. Carlson 11/11 Richard Gerhardt
Marcus Albright 11/11 Jonathan Forte
James Bingman 11/12 Donna Raines
Frank Bowling 11/13 Donald Wolford
Jack McGuire 11/13 Richard Elsea
Joan Savage 11/14 Andrea Grammel
Virgil Anderson 11/15 Carolyn Reuter
Robert Miller 11/15 Leslie Carver
Larry Holcomb 11/15 Dora Evelyn Trout
Asa Elsea 11/15 Donald Metzler
Stacey Sears 11/15 Kathy Blue
Eian McKnight 11/16 Rodger Southward
Jackie Pence 11/16
John Skidmore 11/17

»

S5 *NOVEVIBER

&* ANNIVERSARIES
11/5 Alan & Toni Sutton

11/22 Bud & Ann Ohr

11/25 Bill & Marge McNeilly

Welcome to our new Worship Leader

11/19
11/19
11/20
11/20
11/20
11/21
11/21
11/21
11/23
11/23
11/24
11/26
11/26
11/26
11/27
11/27
11/27

Kristen England is our new leader of the Worship and Praise Team for The

Point. Kristen grew up in the area and is married to David England, who also is local.
They have led worship in several area churches, most recently the Northridge Church
of Christ. They have two sons, Brant, who just turned 9 on Halloween, and Asher, who
is 5. She started on staff Wednesday, Nov. 1, and will be part of the services beginning

Sunday, Nov. 5. David will be joining her on the keyboard.

Please welcome Kristen to Community Church.
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Alice Chester
children@circlevillecommunitychurch.com

Organistsd Dr. Larry Holcomb, Don Metzler
Office Manager/Membership Se@ Dena Hoover

Our Mission:
office@circlevillecommunitychurch.com
nConnectpeople with Admin. Asst/Financial Secretaryd Sandy Barnett
Christ, secretary@circlevillecommunitychurch.com
Equip them to be in Nursery Attendantd Linda Valentine-Akers,
Jenny Griffin & Lucinda Hollingshead
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Open hearts.Open minds.Open doors.
The people of The United Methodist Church”



